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Fact sheet - Human rights laws
	
	Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA)
	European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)

	United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)



	What are these laws and conventions? 
	The HRA is a UK law that was passed in 1998. It came into force in 2000. 
	The ECHR is a regional law. It is a legal agreement that European countries can sign up to. 

The UK signed up to the ECHR in 1951. 
	The UNCRC is an international convention. It is a legal agreement that members of the United Nations can sign up to.

The UK signed and ratified the UNCRC in 1991.

	What do the laws and conventions do?
	The HRA makes most of the rights in the ECHR law in the UK. 

This means that anyone who thinks their human rights have been breached by the UK Government or public bodies can take their case to a UK court. 

Before the HRA existed, you had to take your case to the European Court of Human Rights in France!
	The ECHR makes it law that Governments must act in a way which supports human rights. 

Any individual who thinks their human rights have been breached by the Government or a public body can take their case to the European Court of Human Rights, in France.


	The UNCRC gives children and young people, under 18 years, their own set of rights. 
Whilst the UNCRC is not law in the UK, when the Government signed up to the UNCRC, they committed to protecting and ensuring children’s rights.  

	What human rights does it protect?


	The HRA protects most of the rights in the ECHR and makes them law in the UK. 
It protects the rights in the next column and some other examples include: 

· The right to liberty and security.

· The right not to be tortured or treated in a way that is cruel or humiliating.

· The right to respect for private and family life.

· The right to have your own thoughts, beliefs and religion. 
(Note, these are an easy to read version of the rights.)
	The ECHR protects more than 15 human rights.

Some examples include:

· The right to life.
· The right to an education.
· The right not to be sentenced to death for any crime. 
· The right not to be required to do forced labour and not to be treated as a slave. 
(Note, these are an easy to read version of the rights.)

	The Convention includes more than 50 rights.

For example, every child has:

· The right to express his or her views and have them taken into account on all matters that affect them.

· The right to play, rest and leisure.

· The right to an adequate standard of living.

· The right to the best possible health. 

(Note, these are an easy to read version of the rights.)


	What can I do if I think my rights have been breached?
	You can start by complaining to the public body, explaining how they have breached your rights. 

If they fail to make any changes, you could take your case to a UK court. You can get advice and help from a lawyer or human rights organisation.


	If you have taken your case through all possible UK courts, but you still don’t feel your rights are being protected, then you can try to take your case to the European Court. However, this is quite rare and can be expensive.  
	The UNCRC is not UK law so you can’t take your case to court if you think your rights have been breached. 

However, you can complain to the public body and explain how they are breaching your rights. 

You can also join an organisation or project, like Get Ready for Change: http://www.getreadyforchange.org.uk/ and campaign to the Government to say how they need to improve children’s rights. 


	What can happen if I take action?
	If you complain to a public body, they are legally required to do something about it.

If you take your case to a UK court and are successful, the courts may tell the Government and/or public body to:

· change the way they are treating you and others

· pay compensation to you.


	If the European Court agrees with your case, they may tell the Government and/or public body to:

· change the way they are treating you and others

· pay compensation to you.


	If you complain to the public body and they recognise the issue then they might do something about it, but you can’t take them to court if they don’t as the UNCRC is not law in the UK.

If you join or start a campaign to the Government, then they should listen and may make changes. 
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Key words:


Public body - An organisation doing a service for the public e.g. the police, hospitals, schools, social services etc. 


Convention - A legal agreement between two or more countries or between a country and the UN. When a country ‘ratifies’ a convention, it means they commit to delivering it. 


Breached - Breaking a law or agreement. 


Compensation - Often money given to someone to make up for loss, injury, or suffering.


Campaign - Activities, such as writing letters, public speaking or demonstrating to Government, to achieve a goal.  











